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Memorandum 


••UNITED STATES GOV^WMENT 


TO Mr. DeLoach 

FROM : M 


subject: 



. A. 


’’THR^^ST MAN” 

LEGn’IMATE PLAY 

NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK 


ASAC Alton M. Bryant telephonically contacted the Bureau 
Headquarters this afternoon and advised Wick that igifr a review by Louis Sobel 
which appeared in the ”New York Journal American" concgmed comments 
about the season’s newest play, "The Best Man, " ^ Go^e^i^._ Sobel’ s 
column states, "But there was one jarring note to this reporter — and that was 
an unnecessary, quite unfunny and certainly unfair jibe at J. Edgar Hoover. 

Some among the audience esqiressed their ^spleasure in loud '‘boos I" Bryant 
advised no Agents were in attendance at this play. A Special Agent wiU attend 
this performance tonight and the New York Office will advise the results of 
this review tomorrow. 

Bufiles reflect Gore Vidal was mentioned in the January 2Q, 

1948, issue of the "Daily Worker" in a review of his book, "The City and The 
Pillar. ’’ This book dealt with the physical adventures of a male homosexual. 
Vidal was also associated with two individuals who were the subject of security- 
type investigations in 1954 and 1956.. / / ' 

RECOIVIMENDATION: . 

None. For information. ^ 

Addendum:REW;r 4-2- 60: Supervisor Tom Ring of the New York Office saw this play 

4-1-60. The only reference to the Director is when one play character (presum- 
ably Vice President Nixon) says to another (presumably Harry Truman) "^J. Edgar 
Hoover considers you to be one of the most moral and religious men ever to be 
in the White House." The man addressed replies with a sarcastic inflection: "I’lll 

reserve my opinion of J. E(%ar Hoover for a posthumous 
memoir. " This is apparently where the audience booed, 
3-31-60. Agent Ring says the crack came out fast and fell 
very flat in the 4-1-60 performance. He says several people 
filed out in the middle of the second act. Ring was told to 
take no aOtlon. ^ gg 
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J/jU Trotter . 
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SUBJECT ARTlCLE^^JiriXLED'T^O MME NT” 

BY ~GORE§aDMu 
■ AU GfUST, 1961, ISSUE OF 
ESQUIRE Mg<^D TE '' 

The August, 1961, issue of captioned magazine carrieti an aruiLie cz 
on page 120 entitled "Comment” by Gore Vidal which generally points out that 
President Kennedy and various other people have been telling citizens of the United 
States what to do to improve our society. Vidal seeks to add his advice in this matter 
and states that he feels there are many problems to solve in our own society, ranging 
from the abolition of capital punishment to school integration. He then makes the 
statement that the citizen can be useful in social and moral lepslation where much 
work is needed, and he must be vigilant regarding civil liberties or he might one day 
find himself living, if not in a police state, at le,ast in a police city. 

Vidal then related an incident which he had reportedly witnessed in 
Washington, D. C. , in the Spring of 1961, wherein he alleged he saw four policemen 
beat up two unresisting persons on a public street for absolutely no cause. He stated 
he had caUed a local newspaper to report the incident; however, nothing has happened 

since. 

Vidal then related that when he got back to New York, he read an 
editorial of a SQUthern editor attacking the John Birch Society. The editor allegedly 
quoted the FBI as saying that the "Birchers were ’irresponsible. ’ ” Vi(tol 
that some hours before the editorial was published, two FBI Agents visited niny and 
inquired as to his authority on the "irresponsible” quotation. It turned out that the 
editor’s sources were unreliable; however, when the editor inquired how the FBI knew 
of his editorial in advance, he got no answer. , 

INFORMATION IN BUREAU FILES ^ 

The "editorial” referred~torbfYidal is possibly an article which 
appeared in the 3-19-61 issue of "The Nashville Tennessean, ” which stated in part, ^ ^ 
"An FBI spokesman in Washington said last week the FBI. . .would characterize the . 
society (John Birch Society) as ’irresponsible but not subversive. ’ ” Numerous 
inquiries were received by the Bureau regarding this article, which were answered by 
informing them of the fact that no FBI official in Washin^pn had publicly characterized 
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Jones to DeLoach Memo 
RE: Article ’’Comment” 

By Gore Vidal 

the John Birch Society. No information could be located in Bufiles regarding the 
alleged contact with the editor as related by Vidal in his article. 

Bufiles reflect that Vidal was mentioned in the 1-20-48 issue of the 
’’Daily Worker” in a review of his book, ’’The City and.The Pillar. ” The book dealt 
with tte physical adventures of a male homosexual. Vidal was an associate of two 
individuals who were the subjects of security-type investigations conducted in 1954 
and 1956. He was also the author of a play entitled ’’The Best Man” which opened in 
New York City on 3-31-60. The play was a political- type drama which contained one 
small reference to the Director to the effect that one play character (presumably 
Vice President Nixon) said to another (presumably Harry Truman), ”J. E^r Hoover 
considers you to be one of the most moral and rel^igious men ever to be in the White 
House. ” The reply was, ’’Pll reserve my opinion of J. Edgar Hoover for a posthumous 
memoir. ” An Agent who monitored the play stated the exchange came out fast and fell 
very flat. No action was taken regarding this matter. (62-0-59489) 

Files reflect that we have enjoyed limited cordial relations with 
Esquire, Inc., since 1947. (94-3-4-350) 

RECOMMENDATION: 


For information. 




COMMENT ^ 
GO RE VIDAL 

The race into Grace, or 
the Civilization Gap 

F or sometime now our leaders, both demagogic and honest, have 
been telling us to rouse ourselves to greater purpose, national and 
private. Walter Lippmann suggests that the United States behaves 
like a society which thinks it is complete with no more to accom- 
pli ih; that, for better or worse, we are what we are and the o»ly 
dai iger to our comfort is external. President Kennedy’s exhortatic as 
to feelf-sacrifice are becoming ever more urgent, even shrill. I lis 
critics point out that he has not done much to show us how iye 
might best serve our society. To which the answer of the Adminis- 
tration, at least privately, is that until Americans begin to under- 
stand tliose things which threaten us, both from without and within, 
any Presidential program demanding the slightest sacrifice would 
be demolished by Congress and the jingo press. After all, things 
do look all right if you don’t look too carefully and no one can accuse 
us of ever looking carefully at an unpleasant sight, whether it is 
Soviet superiority in space or chronic unemployment at home. Now ■ 

I don’t want to add my voice to the general keening. American 
society' has many virtues which we should never underestimate.^ By 
fits and starts we are attaining a civilization and, barring military 
accident, we shall certainly attain one before the Soviets. "Be the 
First into Civilization!’’ There’s a slogan for the two competitors. ■ 

i it for those who are puzzled at how to respond to Presidentol 
for action, vigor and moving-aheadness, I propose that th( re 
certain very practical things that we can do in a society ivhi -h _ 
.. no means complete. (Those professional patriots who trumilet 
that this’ is the new Edeii'and only traitors would change it or doivn- 
grade it are declaring of dpurse that the society is closed and there- 
fore decadent and .soon to -fail. I vote no to "perfection” and yes to 
change and survival, j Slost ot us spend too much time solving inter- .. 
‘ natipiial problems at cocktail parties, rather than dealing with those 
things which we might affect and 'change, the tying up of the loose 
ends in our own society. There are many of theni, ranging-&bm<ihei. 
abolition of capital punishment to school integration. On either of 
those great matters any citizen can be usefully engaged. He can also 
be useful in social and moral legislation where there is much work 
to be done. As for civil liberties, any one who is not vigilant may 
one day find himself living, if not in a police state, at least in a 
police city. Now I will tell a horror story which has haunted me 
foVseveral months, something which, I am told, is coirai&n but 
whi^ I witnessed for the first time, reacting as deeply^C though 
actin^ifferently to) the writer in Angus Wilson's no^ Hemlock 
and After. 


ESQUIRE liAGAZINE 
Auguai:, 1961 


enclosure 9 '/ 3^ 


"'Pwas in Washington: ■for'*a few f ^ last spring. At about ten 
o’clock ® the evening of my last town, I took a taxicab to 

the Ujrroil Station.* H w^ a rnild drizdy -night. Traffic- 
strq^ near Penrisylvania AVeniie was tied' tip. My cab was sto^^d 
in front of the ,YMdA„ a- large tuilding a half-block from the Old 
State Department two blocks from the White Hduse.^ The side- 
walk was desertedi As] vve sat ffiere> out of the building; marched 
four men,, wearing- li^t taincaps with upturned brims and tfench 
coats.. There wefe fw6 men wth them. One was well-dressed, 
perhaps sixty; he wore k wbite .raincoat. The other was young, and 
thin and: -shabby and-he wore no- raincoat. I Watched as this odd 
company moved seven -hr -eight yards along the sidewalk toward the 
traffic tight, which was; now red. In front of a deserted shop, the 
lightcaps stopped and methodically began to beat up the two men 
with them. Isat there stunned. /There had'been no-provocation. As 
suddenly .and pointlessl|< a$ a nightmare the attack began and there, 
right in front of -me bmithe bla^, wet sidewalk, the older man lay 
as bwo men kicked hiinj while the other two shoved the younaman 
intoNhe doorway of the shop and begatiito heat him across thf face. 

Thb cab driv^, an-old Negro, said, “I hate to see anybody /o that 
to anothfer inan. I do.” The tight was now green but I told him to 


wait. I got out and- crossed to the 
near^ hght-cap. De‘was>. at.ffi^ni^ 

menC^disengaged. -Hebadbeen -^rk- ( 

i^ die younger man oVer ano\he 
now stood .a few feet.away> breathing 
hard. I asked him whO -he was and 
what he was doing. Herfurned on me 
and i bave never seen such a' savage, j 
frightening iittiefacei -Hewas plump, 
flushed, with popping- eyes; a young 
pig gone berserk. He began to scream 
at me to get out of there or. Ed be ar- 
rested. Threats and pbsceni- 

ties poured over mfe in- one 


long -Orgiastic breath , 1 looked 
away- §pd; saW. that thfe -older 
man was:iu)w pii his stomach, 
trying tO shield his head from 
the kicks of' the' men standi^, 
over hini.- -I noticed his raift, 
CMt was ..streaked -with .muai 
Tie younger’ marl Was.-sileiiV '■ - 
^etft for the whacking noise 
his-foc^inade aS-it'was struck. 
— first left theii ri^tj tikp a 
punching bag. hi myhardest 
voice I said: "You’ice gping to 
be the one in trouble, if -you 
don’t tell me who you are.” 
The dark one stepped in- and 
showed mie his. -.detective’s 
badge. He told trie to get 
lost and he returned' tp his 
. athletics. 'The piump one was 
now longirig. (and I- do- iipt. 
exaggerate- -by using, a v.erb'-of 
judgment) to get hack tO ths 
man -iri the dirorway..' But be- ^ 
fore he cpuldj I stopped him 
and asked him. ids liame. He 
stated to curse agaiii hi* a 
lo(^ from his cornp^ion 
stop^d him. He gave -me-ffis - 


naihe and tberi with a squeal” 

- leatifed on the man 
’ doorway and -.began hiffirig 
hijri, making, as he did, gs^ 
ing noises, not human to my 
ear.’ 

I stood there dumbly won- 
dering what to do. Right in 
front of ine, \two inen were 
being knocked about by four 1 
men who were, quite simply, 
enjoting their work. I was 
also -vvitriess to the fact that 
the victims had not resisted 
arrest, which would of course 
be the pplice explanation. At I 
Uidon Station I called The- 
Washington Post times-Her-. | 
aid and talked to the pighi 
editor. He knew who I was ‘ 
Yes, the stpry interested- him 
H« told me the -Post had re- 
ce' lily run a :Story which had: 
lei to some araests-. The men 
.'.ifimie light caps 'had been do- 
ing their duty. He 'askedJCa^.<L 
what I intended to do about- 
it. I shouted into the receiver, 
"This is your . town. Your 
scandal. Your newspaper. 
You do something about it, 
Em catching a -train.” He 
asked if they could use my 
name. I said of course -and 
hung up. 

And that was the end of it. 

I have often thought of those 
two since, wondered who they 
were and ■what happened to 
them. I -also- brooded on the 
furious horror of seeirig oia 
so&ety at its most vicious tiro 
blo^from-lhe White -IJirose. 
it is true, as Sartre' once 


wrolS, ref erring to Trench Afb^troq- 
it£ in- Algeria, that the-real likg^y 
ajftour time is that afay of us can be, 
interchangeably,, -victim- -*or torturer, 
I‘.got back to New Yofk.toread that 
a southern editor had written an- edi- 
torial attacking the John. Birch So- 
ciety, In- :tiie course- of his - editorial, 
he quoted the F.B.I-. as. saying 
thA Birchets were "irresponsibly 
Soi^ hours befofe the editorial ^ 
pubmhedj two ineh from the 


amved.at the editor.’s.office and 
oil what authority he could quotes^ 
F.B.I. as -terming (he- -Birch Socie^ 
"irresponsible.’’ The editor’s sources 
were not,, as it turned out, reliable, 
But he, quite naturally,, wanted to 
know -how theT.B.1.. Imew the cdn- 
fphK of his effitorial feeforfe it was 
published. 'He .got no- -answer. » 

\Now&e^oiht to these two stMes 
is Biat here is spmetiung.we catJdo:. 
the guarding of . our own liberties. 


We^ay not be able -tP save Laos\but 
w^an, as individuals^ keep- an.\ye- 
oa the police forces in the - country- 
even if it means, -as some have pro- 
posed, setting up pe^lna^ent..commit- 
’ tees of appeal in every city- to heat 
cases- of police 'brtitality, or of any 
other .infraction of oiir freedom, to 
. spe^ Mid 'to pursue what out-foun<W' 
ers^alied hoppihess; two rights -pqt- 
enni^y eridangered. not only at ffie 
. .local Vt at the federal level. W 
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February 7, 1962 




Airs, iwario Nunez de ]a Vega 
518.{?eru^a Avenue 
Coral Gables, Florida 


juear Ajts. Nunoz: 


Your letter postmarlied February 1st, with 
enclosure, has been received, and I appreciate the interest 
prompting you to write. 




The FBI is strictly an investigative agency 
of the Federal Govemnient and, as such, doss not mahe 
evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. 

In view of tills policy, I can assure you tliat no representative 
01 tills Bureau has publicly characterized tiie organization 
mentio&d in? your communication. 
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response to your request, I am returning 
the arftcle you sent with your communication. 

■L ^ ' 

oincerely yours. 
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£cli^i: Hoover 





John Edgar Koover 


Director 
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Enclosure K 

NOTE: The Bureau is aware of the article entitled "C^meftt^^by Gore 
Vidal which appeared in the August, 1961, issue of "©squired ■Magazine. 
Numerous inquiries were received regarding this ar^le and^ere 
answered generally as above. No information was located iwfeufiles 
concerning the alleged contact with ^he editor of a newspaper by FBI Agents 
to induce him to change the statement in 'his editorial that the FBI has said 
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NOTE: continued 

the "Birchers were irresponsible. *’ Vidal was mentioned in the 1-20-48 
issue of the ’’Daily Worker” in a review of his book, ’’The City and the 
Pillar” dealing with the physical adventures of a male homosexual. Vidal 
was also associated with two individuals who were subjects of security- 
t3n?e investigations by the Bureau in 1954 and 1956. In April, 1960, 
his play, ’’The Best Man, ” opened on Broadway and contained an 
unnecessary and unfair remark about the Director which the audience 
booed. The Bureau has not investigated Vidal. Correspondent cannot 
be identified in Bufiles. 
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The F.B.I. Tele Room 

Washington, D.C. / SSL'S5=; 

\ i 

Enclosed is an article in an old (Aug. ) "ESQUIRE" magazine that ^ T ''1 
I and several friends of mine have only just read. I think that'yy^^^^. 
ESQUIRE enjoya^a OTod reputation and therefore we were astoundq^ 
at what Gore^idal (I think Mrs. J. Kennedy*s step-brother) has to : 

say about the F.B.I. You will find this toward the end of the M Li 

article; the first example - about theddetectives of the Washington . JL'* 
police forqe I suppose is no business of yours.... but the F.B.I. 
protecting the John Birch Society? Is this true? Why would,^ almost/ Sf ^ 
a member of the first family desire to attack the F.B.I. jf it. ia _ 
not true. I await your reply anxiously as do the others I’ have shbwh - ' 
’the article to, in the hopes that it may not be true. Also I certainly 
would appreciate it if you would return the clipping. Thank you. 


' Mrs . Marxo Nunez de la Wegi 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 

UNITED STATES GO 


MemorarMim 


iNMENT 



subject: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM : SAC, PHILADELPHIA ( 100-0) ^ 


date: 1/5/62 


GORE VIDAL 

INFORMATION CONCERNING (SECURITY) 


r: 

0^ • 


Enclosed herewith, one copsreaeh^Br Bureau and 
New York, is photostat of^ copy of-^etter to the President 
dated 12/28/61 from FRim^EVINE, 2^Nprth; Llanwellyn Avenue^^ 
Glenpl-den,_Ea^.,, with adcompa^ing transcript of a radio 
interview of VIDAL hy FRAME^^^RD j/' 

For information of New York, the FraokfFord Show 
is a controversial Philadelphia radio interview 'show and DEVINE 
is a ^itlLzen who regularly tapes what he considers propag^da ^ 
interviews and forwards transcripts to various public officials. 
The Bureau has been given prior information on the Ford Show 
and on DEVINE. 

No action being taken by Philadelphia. 
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Bureau (End. 2)j 
2 - New York (End. 

2 - Philadelphia ^ 

1 - 100-0 M 
1 - 100-46g^8l^-^ 
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ENCLOSURE TO BUREAU 


Re: 


bURE TO FROM PHILADELPHIA 

GORE VIDAlJ; INFORMATION CONCERNING (SECURI 


l-PhotoBiat letter to President from 

PRED--DSVINE,-i- 2 / 28 /^l- 

l-Photos :at__tjcanacrlp.t...jp.adip interview 
of VIDAL by PRANK FORD 
Bufilc # 

I’Hiilc # 100-0 

— £S-.lgJ^..eg dated 1/5/62- ^ 
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j 26 K. Llanwellyn j>v«nu« 

I GlenoId«D, -"ecRByl-?anla 

: D^oenbar 26, 1961 

i 

I 

The Aureal dent 
The ^4hit6 Houae 
I •aahington, D. C. 

i ^ dear i>ir* President, 

I It was a perfectly splendid smear. Mr. Ford's gue*t 

I was UiS noted playwright, one Gore Vidal. 

It started Innocently enou^. The gentl«nen were 
going to discuss kr. Vidcl's latest play, Kowewer the dls- 
i CUBS ion of the play ne’jer really got off the ground. Gome 

1 fire isinuteB at the end of the Interrlew seemed to be all 

that could be derotcd to the play. The gentlemen ttcsine 
I so wrapped up in the •extremists to the rl^t.* 

Yes, it started Innocently enough. Some ooMment 
was made with respect to the fact that Ur. Vidal was a 
recent candidate for a seat In the Congress. If Mr. Vidal 
j would hare teen auccesaful In his bid It la a foregone con- 

I olualon th&t one of the fifty i^ouae memben needed to abolish 

i the house Un-«merlcan <«ctlritlee Committee would hare teen 

I 'In ths;^ the bag,' to the delight of Qus Hall and hie tosa 

in the Krtmlin, one I'lklta Khruahdier. Mr. Burton uhite, 
leader of the students who participated In the San Franciaco 
f” ■'r'toto ^oia UB of the magic num^r of Congress ceeeed to 

i 'awing it.( 

I 

^•r. Ford awuag Into the smear with the 'cisn on horec- 
fcock' routine. ..nd then i r, Ford set it up by calling up 
the words uttered by you and the Vice ^resident, in Loa 
! ;«ngele8 and ^hiladelphis, ree^)ectirely • l^r. tidal stated 

I that he Is nerroua. Then he 'banged' Senator Goldwatsr and 

i stated that you were a eonserratira.' lext to reoe ire tlie 

j blast wao the aouse Coix;ittee and then to the John ^irch 

I society, tfience to .c'^arthy, Koekwell and so on. 

/. most intareating fact was pinned down when It 
was flatly stated and admitted that Frenk Corner was a oom- 
muriat. -r. Conner la the gentleman who hae Juat written a 
took blasting the Corrunlttee. *-nd then after calling up tlie 
irGJv, ar. other alap at Goldwater and an uppercut to the iUrch 
society the interriewf a most interesting interrlew, ended. 

1 ^8t conspicuous by its absence was any slap at the 

i,xtreicists to the left, briefly mentioned at the outset and ai / 
promptly forgotten. Fot one word about riklta and the 
I lineage of eorspirators wlio started the whole thing, 

I Tngels, lerln and ^talln. I wonder why? 

Reapectful'y yoursi#- 


Fred Cerine 

cc ; Yes 



r 
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i>ord - I mertlored about good will ard polltllo* »r4 ao 
forth- you rtoantly had a fXlcg at politlaa# «• 

stout the play, soisulua, you racantly had a fling In poll* 
tic?, (lldi 't you? 

Vidal * ••'oil, yea, I’lQ hare as a dlaoradltad politlolan tt^ 
upstate haw York, I ran for OoDgraaaaan In the last alaatUn, 

i’ord - hot discradltad, but dafaatad. 

Vidal - If rot dlacrbldited, I jnade the raoa* 

yard • *hat uakaa a fallow, a busy and auawtaaful playwrl|^t 
want to be a Corgreseiaan? 

Vidal - -ell, l*we always bean ir pilitiea or Irtaraatad In 
It and By fawlly, tt*8 a fawlly of paUtUUna and t hawo a 
t;]j.aox'y now that paxhapa polltloa la a llltlA too aarlAta 
for me to ba a pllitlolac, as I hatf baan as4 oxpgeially In 
w nack of the woods i4iioh has bits •■pabUaan ntaM 1910 
and not that I hsTO anything t ? to say agoUiat btlaf 
a Jie publican tut tha Idea la that parhaps a ahanga la ntatf 
aary. hare flwe countlaa up thara and ant of thoa has 
raver bean Demooratlc tlnot oooa and that was to ? att agaisit 
Atrahon Linoolc, rranklis Keoasralt llwad In v townty, 
Duchies snd ht nsTtr oarxltd and 1 said wall, 1 tas otrry It 
I didn't, 

ford - Kot anough thtatar goers um-tha»a, that’ a all, Thay , 
weren't 


Vidal -1 think It mm a worthwUtla thing todo and I think 
that you should gat paopla into polltlas i^o hart aWiaualy 
nothing Hiuch to gain tut af It and^by Mttlhf Mpla in- 
tareatad In politloa, wkU thay'ra In bhara far tkf voiaty, 
thay’ra In thara to aaka thalr law ptatUat a 11U18 Ht 
bdttar, that's alwiwa • wotlwa ^Off 1» d gr^ 
reasons entirely of ?snl^ and that’s pai^pa a xaaafn aara 
dangaroua than thoaa idio aM awt f ar a fltwra bank bat X 
do think thara la a whola MwaaMat In ft9 miimia awf 
l think kanr.ady la ra praaantallwa of tt.af PtapU mIiMi III 
badause they think it ia a warthbftitU iwba«r« Ite i H 
not bt as dapraaalng or aa aawpMPliiM 8* «t h«vt bidk Ud 
to beliava, 

Poxd - i*U talk stoat BtMlia mti 1% ftjqr tbHMa 
polltloa altaotion, t«« kad WMlIaMA ItiWit 
important for ptaplt dthar than irafia»l;||l 
be in politloa. If a; trwa that X adw, |H wtra f^ 
a ion pla y a bo ut your Ibutllf » fibgaHT' dPt#'''. la 'an . ■ 

isn't ha/ 


Vidal • Orandlbthdriw 




■ - 'Vi'i.,'. . V- 

* I. 'rf • i . ^ ‘ ■ ' 






Ford - Grtndfother, ytB, and I aaw a BMrrtloua ploy on TV, 

A think you «roto that play* 

Vidal - i wrote it and I acted in It* 

Vord - That's right, that'o ri^t, and •*••••• 

Vidal - It’a the f irit and last tlm* aa an aetor* 

i’ord - You did very well In it, why waa it the last tl®a »e 
an actor '' 

Vidal - Well, you know, they said tlv-y'd do it or tape a# 

I said well, you know, 1 played a narrator and I acted in 
various aoenes* ssld well, you know. If I a ly n la- 

takes, I oar go fcaok and 1 can fix it* At Is ft they asld, 
we *re going to do t'»la live, -ell, I discovered not only 
that I oanrot aet but th t I cannot renetnhtr linea and at 
the dress rehearsal the broka down *•* 

talepr<npter 

Ford - Oh, fine. 

Vidal - •• and there's s vexy nice photogrsph I have ahowilW 
tne two inlnutea befoie going on the air with 14 million people 
wstching and the blankeat fSce you've aver seen. I » Just 
starring off Into the middle dlatanee* 

Ford - *hey were your lines, how come you couldn’t remember 
them. You wrote them* 

Vidal • atiiio. your mind feo.ea blanks it ipea bla^. 

Ford - iven with your own lines? 

Vidal “ specially with your own. 

Ford - ^ell, now,, you aentl'ined Mr. Kennedy. Kow they wy 
about polities, 1 have a news period cowing 

rl^t baok I’ll tell you about JJJ 

news.. ..right before the aaws jaou were talking s little Mt 
gbout politics. Gore, you mentioned iir* kerredy and mentioned 
politloa and the fact tnat there's a new feeling, let s say 
in politloa In this oouatry as evldenotd h a young adminis- 
tration. live been reading about ihr* Kennedy's postponement 
stout sending that rether controversial bill that sry housing 
would hove to be etfolutely without any Mstrlctlon ‘"J 

kind in order to t?Io' ‘laaa^ 

nan been altting em Mr. Kennedy's for some 

ding to sU these in the knew, the folltlwl 
dwell. If he signs that bUl and he's in favor of ^"f*T**» . 
with s rooent sesoUm of Congrwss, he'll 
from s lot ef these Sauthemers sifes beesuse of this highly 
eentrwvexstsl liU smd he wests to push throu^ osrt^ n things 
but th« w#n»t ds It. Xn other words, i^at ^ J* 

list. It*s pdrt of pslitlss. And how could s fellow 


Uk« jrott wtm tuis MrUin lunr i*B you eonpronlae 

mil «ht tlMl PuUtiua U • fmt 9m* of aoBprtals*. 

I 

Vidal - V«Uy all Ufa ia eottpraaiaa. Aa far aa X know th* 
only eonpiata atalaltttlata ulio in anr tiatt wfaa liyad ou% 
hla own la^and aaa of oourao. Hitltr, nbo f^a eaaiplataly. 
totally ainoarf «ml aatad oat all of his own aadntoaaa with 
total oonaiatOBoy'* I aa not in favor of ataolutloa at mnf 
leval, «hath«x it*a aoaal or iotoUaotnal or poi.itioal and 
I ahould think that tho art of our fora of govamaont, idiiah 
ia a =t nuoh adallpd by tha aa4oritgr of our paopla* X hawo 
a grant faar that tha paopla in this eountiy ara ttsdirg much 
laora toward laan op horaebaeky cnioh oora toward aaay anawa ra 
to difficult problama, that any faot that any two paopla wm 
who diaagraa can alt down and talk naaaa that aaoh is nakirg 
a eoapronlaaf ono’ would aaawndf with aoaa groat baale prinoipla 
that he would atako hla lift opon« the whole point to eur 
fox» of aOoiotJr io Uiat two oppooing vlawa Mnaga to.wovk out 
eomfc thing w/^ioh y&u oan live, low you have ’a problau with 
a xroaidact Ilka lOnrady who hao aarto in and 1 ahould say 
paaidva and he's got a Congreaa that ha*o got to live with 
and he's got to gat lagialation throokh paint by point* ^all# 
In a tima Ilka thla thara la vaxy llttla that a i-rasldoat 
aan aoaanpllah tayond twa or throo thlrgs on whleh ha will 
put hla nook acaolutolg on tha blaok and ha will say* now 
i*a going to havt this and X'a going to fight tut heU got 
tha oomiiion markot that ho*s got to fight* lio's/got th# tariff 
situation whloh I* going to bo o blood bath for tho noKt two 
yoara* lo*a got civil righto* iio'* going to hara to naka up 
hla tiiind and X think you woo hla now* ha* a ouinaufaring, hefia 
trying to ahoro up hit own influtBOtt ha haa not got amoh 

control ovor Congwtss*:. Ht haw twhuild-SBLhis opn porienal.. 

popTilarity aa that hhon ha goaa out, iTtdn ha iota taka tha 
field* x'aopla aro gatting Impatisnt but raraaaibar he didn’t 
oona in a smiling golf plying ganaxal with s ready made re- 
putation* Ha haa now to moko it on hlo own but X think yai *r» 
going to sea quita a lively administration when hO does eom- 
mit hiosalf* xia will got dono those basic things whloh X think 
he fsals ^ould bO’ d one * 

ford - Thera wgs, X think, in wt» t you Just said some slight 
rafaranoa to appoailng groopa and sot forth* 7a have aoan, you 
mentioned the man on horsabaek and leaking for aaqr, pat solu- 
tions to our pxoblans* Va havo aofn In raoant aontha idiat 
might be oalltd s fsntsstlo raoargiaoo of this ideal of git 
man on horsabsOit* :1 oan think Of COt* hr* tal^, hood of tiio 
John hirah daelatjr «■ a elsssls ttampla of s man who hao all 
the aucy snswart to avaaythlsg* rtU ant of tha US, drap the 
bomb, ate*, ato«, and give ry way and avaxything io going to 
be fine* how do you foal about the oxtramfertai withor to ttio 
«ctra&a left or thO oxtraaa right that the X'rasldoat xwfarradi 
to raeantly and Jiir* Johaaos hara in X'blladtlphla, tho Vlao 
iraaldant raeantly todt rtfor^lwt to* What* a your owb opinion 
about thaaa axtxtmiata with tha aaay axunrara* 

Vidal - w«ii, l*m norvauo* 1 atan ovazyono lo norraun* X 



x)iaasiC3atTO*xjuc*cx3P6*aQOc**^^ tmnx wnaT's poingcr in 

Tsxss. and Art son# f I get a lot of nail on J 

a piece about Berty Goldwater An Life liagasine which hao 
ejirned Bie a great deal of peculiar mail. I also di^ a ooxobb 
I n laquire and I’ve writAeri quits a bit about the iilroh 
society ani tlie ^*ouce Un-^Joericsn ^ottrltias Connnittse# I 
tlxliik txifct ti.e&e people are trying to fona, for the first tine 
bo an orga*ization. Jiefore they were always Juat busy. You 
know tiiey would aouiid alri^t on tlie tariff and then ouddenly 
taev were all sec 4 ng flying saucers. You know, t‘*.y'ro always 
efrald, there’s always one pllantly lunatic note tVstthay... 

..'oni - Jlourlciatlon or water or acjce such thing. 

Jldal “ .... tiiere Tolces trexatle at this putting flouride 
In toe aster tut 1 ba^re a hunoh there’s a great desl of money 
behind thcic. It’s oocaire from Texas, a great deal of It, 
snd from the oil men down there and nutting, they’re 

spending an enormous amount of money for irtint they ca H » 
conatiTfs tiT# rcviyal. '^ell, tliera's no such thing. Conserxa- 
tisai ia o perfectly legitimate position, it happens to be a 
oonceiwatWe country. In f-ct our President la a consei'vmtlnre 
.'resident, by any rebsorable teasnicology * This is a fascist 
reviifal and what they are after Is the coemnnista of wiloh 
tliere are twenty two thouswnd In tne United Utates, according 
to Hdgar iioover and i hope he knows everyone and la ke-;;plng 
r.c eye on thorn. ..hat they’re after, minority gi-nups, they’re 
after l<»tor unions, they’re aft«r the twentieth century and 
they/ art up to no good and I think, I would be focclnated 
to see woldwater nominated, by the Republican yarigr, not 
because i iAShji ny n^putllcan friends ary ill luck, «1 thoi gh 
thvy wQul" It blit I would be fascinated to see all tixese 

people ooae out frcjui under the. flat rock and get them out 
tiiere In the open because this sort of thing, If you allow 
it, and you i.et frit^itened o.f it. The mail I gotfiora arcund 
tiifc country is fascinating. The r4ign of terror that they 
w ith acliooi boards, - uton one teacher ir; u hig:» school 
in ohicliita Happened to say in science clues, /le caid In his 
class th t the Ruasiana happen to be ahead of us In the meene 
of deliyerint uloBles. le w s up bifore tlie school board and 
was forc-u to rfeal^n leoaui.. he was otviouely a co.;:i.iUr. i..t. 

7ue liittii W3U, thtre wae nothing agslnst hir.i of any kind except 
txiat snu i think tixe ttachiro In tixe countxy and I’ve said 
t.iu all overlay dlotilct and i keep on saying it, th teaclxer# 
ix. this Gourtx’y sre terribly cowardly. They live 1'. terror of 
t;xei.r scliooi toardc and instead of starrilng up ax'.J being leaders 
in txielr co».xiar.i tl«,3 they just sit back and allow themselTes 
to be ,;ushed around. I tliink It's voiy sad. 

Poi'd - ^ . w, you mentioned the xxouse on-‘’u«rican vctivlties 
Uok^.httec, r have Just finished about two-txilrdo of 3 took. 

The -r:-.»rierioane, which is a detailed document of the .jctiviiles 
of tixe i.ouse unokaerlean activities Coar^ittee. i have for 
the post five ye.^»rs and some months that I've been doing this 
prograw, spoken out rory forthrightly against ttie iiouae Un- 
hmei Icsn .•ctivitlea Comri.itte* In nn urtc«rt» 1 n term*. aMlwwt 





su^ thlestf A'! th« Joh$ iSfcMH «gKiipt «i« 

of the iic^rthyitea and XhtlT foiaowcri*^^ §,0io»t tht mpww» 
Lincoln i^acvelli idi#;«te MMiT«^l 3 r unlHttarttrnt anr^ftaliy 
uniiaportant ond I get v\§ eaai leifrd of exall fi’oa ptaaltiitf 
people too, 8ucb thlngd o< tldi ImppoiMlA to »#• llmro 70 « 
teen reported yet to tl^O F5lX» ' , 

y"! de 1 - ?r obo fcly • i 

Ford * .'ell, 1 know 1 lU^ btoottst X koev, t «et ooft^ OtpifO 
of L ttera that th«^ Mod to the TBi ojad X le nder to n^OoXf 
ore tbece people, do they aerloweXy' think that S*m: «U|it«r»i7t , 
1)0 they thlrk that I»d Ukf to ehehi thl^ 

tar/: some ttee hc|«r I lord oiir forn or ItgmrnaMmtf yek 

know, tut they think (here with jdreet ena » ihimA m¥Umi 
the uinute you're • ildeenter«/t^' thf ..X«/v l«..'ro:r ^ 
for t ie, tetter then fdur yeert dotnc tHt 
five ye'o ra tlis-t ■Sldtnhower'::tNka'f'y^l^‘ht».;.X'.-de» 
iiLv. sn V ytery nice we 111 laeaning^ loee- tdxh m 
^resident, full of i^od vlll 
boy you would thiidc I «oa ett»|dtthi,.«l^^.h^ 
mother they way, the kind of -seiX '«r'#Iw 


fhey fifty, "You ehouldn*t telk thet: 

Bhu'uidn't 1, I have -free 

Ba>'b, you know, any efeait yoU: went.ak::JOitf«-%^^ 
taste, o'ell th^ think it'e deW^reite/.tf: W 

Eoiijethirg. i „h ; ■ ; ' 'i- •.- • ■ : 

Yltial - They find the iiU ,ef 'ktyi^te. Xli||:itlMr. 
ajfbBcinatlnii poll ..tekdjn In # hi|jh ||dhojQd.« X think lt*« 
a t>4ng culled ? ' I f 
ftfid‘"tlTey- aek' the- ktde 
tloRs If properly tnttrpinitid" 
questions end t!aey findt' out' the t . 
of the hill of Bighte,; ithe-'kide 
didn't believe in fretdoa Of »pteok^-f«y 

didn't believe thet yoia ehowld r-bth 

wanted to, they were «ia for 
adicired the FBI 1m»tndloii«l|r> " ' —* ■ ’-■ 
the tiiaee, 1 heppen te|' - 

lAve the idea of dissent was a yrfyerJ^f Itiiiof 
didn't dieouss thinga openly« ydtl!iO/i4#iilt;'ji^ 
trouble* 




Ford - sie juBt got a herew 

they ft never sotoetineo Ih the ‘ 
osi.ied to soy tlist the kei* '.thotil*: 
was written by a oosenieift# 

Vidal - W|jllt yoh iiavt iiMM of 
tonight ••• 


. -•'■ '■ '■ Jt • - * . ;.■•.■ i • •; '' '..w.iv ■ 'V • ' ' *•"- ^ ’.V 'V r '-y 


.'m' ^ J, '"' ''^ ■'■ ' . . 


Ford • well they 

vUel • lifell, tbie ^ yt|y. ti 
thing for the rlghi ih 








r 


i . 4 w 


post off ice «b«olute3y in tine tto «7 w^lilt and irrit# 

gni iwlts, Tt«|. yoa o«t there Ih the 4arhy 

Dooner, author of the Un-^Jaerioeae eae indeed* was, not is, 
a coaanttntet, I happeaed to reeierr Hl« Irodk in the H«rsi# 
Tribune, taking John CroelQr’s pieoe for e&« eoXtuea and 1%'m 
a book about the House Uo^'i^taerloai) AstiTltiee C<q^ittee, 
published by Ballantins snd lt*s oalXed the Un-'^mei loans* 

AiaH, lt*s a first ratev doauaented asst* it*s a little shrill 
but It la, the ssan is a oo rstltuttoasl IssQrer and he has 
glsen a case against the cacsalttee* Haw this is an in* 
iere sting thing. The ooiuclttee did not answer hiauc anjr of 
the diiargea Senner made against thea and they were priitty 
deadly on the consittee*! interest and the favor of racist 
groups, Ku 2-lux Klan, said that they were ident, you Jknow, 
they havet the sasie goals as the ilouee lln<^aerlesj)n ^ActHsltlss 
CoMalttee. But the entire reaotlon was* donH answer tlie 
charge, Just say that ilr« l^onner was a oonsunlst, X 

gat St lot of this so I ohesked up on hla ona day, I met him, 
talked to him, found out about him, perhaps he la trying to 
pull down the republia* but in tht:i ease idit 7Bt wm Id 
arrest hln but he was at one time a eoantUBlat but th»y did 
not ahaeer the chaggea «> we might more on to another ibeek 
by Telford Taylor and he la eertainly oat a ooiaHiinlat 4 he 
was head of our ISgsl end of the Huremhntg trials He , 
wrote a book called Orand Inquest which wo.» a whole atodyiF of 
Ho use imrestlgatlng oommitteas, their usee and their atSaes 
and I think that gives the House oalnlttee just as bad a 

asttce, ■ ' 

! 

Jferd * « U# you know you Mtetieetd Bsarsfy Otfldwatear a little 
,W^il#„agf4. .-.Ifc.,,0oldwwtwr,.he3^ the John Blrc^ 

Sdolaty nor ho a he sald'shytMibg' 

.ioeieV* tew'* <tompUtely.9mi hi" thd’^mwsetioo of! the 

John Birch Boelwty* neither f of ^w# ; A3W it is 

texwsting he hasn’t denoxssced thesi or has he soweptedi than, 

Tidal * »<eU, he hasn’t been able to fig»*» out hew majoy 
mew bars fccy’va got ywt'« He’s a yelltidlaSS#. , - 

: ’ 'i ' 

ihr* - When you said that you hoped thst he ran In ’64^ 1%^ 
airaady as to tlie oppswl,tlon slogan s» Oeldwaterjt it said 
Goddwater in '64, ledd, tet^w talk for a eiauie about: the 
pla* Bomlui sdiloh opanwd last alipit*;' le adapted! aai 

ihtl 7 «sl4 your nm Inte^yratatlon «f f**- pia|*# 

What first a-ttrstted yeh to the pier 

(at this paint ndal snd iir* ToM eagnged la fit# 
alniiitts of rather polntleaa dlSgRtteeldfl of tha pli^ ) 

I 

y®rt -» tar snaft ViMlt dead Iwndl It’* b4*a a. ’ • 


y®rt ^ tar gnaet ««oa liMig it * oi^a a 

platsaipe to hate you* ■ 

Vidal ■* Thsak you ^ank* ww* re off iw the J^eHm aisbeh" iiOd dr 
awdtthg now»» ' 


iNid Ke’s 
Bimutt. ■ 


%w the John Jlrih 


let' ill yeiwr 
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subject: 


DEBATE BETWEEN GORE VIDAI AND 
WILLIAM F, BUCKLEY, jR, 
MODERATOR DAVID SUSSKIND 


ATTEN: crime RECORDS 

o 

iZ. 


On 10/81/68 a debaife between 

' . •nr/^Tsrr t 


On lU/ai/Oei a aeuat/s utsoujcat i 7 ne~CTTp'BTvnea 
dividuals was telecast over WGBH (Channel 8) , the educatioml 137 c 
channel in the Boston area. This program was viewed b=y, 

TSA JOHN L. FAHERTT and he indicates that the comments betT ^teen 
\BUCKLEY and VIDAL were quite caustic and vitriolio, SA' 

Faherty states that during one discussion concermng Czvi 
R'iahts VIDAL mentioned that the Director had %ndicatea_ 
wthat there were about 88,000 known Communists in the Umt 
l^tes. VIDAL added that if the Director d.id not Mve a 
"c^plete dosier on these 88,000, ■''he is not 
VIDAL then said that there must.be at least 88,000' FBI agi 

On another occasion while discussing Civil Right 
BUCKLEY -made the remark, "I wouldn^t awaken an individual 
at 3 o*clock in the morning for an interview either. 

SK FAHERTY stated that the above were the only references 
vu0,e to the IBI, 

nl foreg^oing is furnished to the Bureau for 

'information. 


Mv. Unsen . 

Mr. 'Ttf-.-tter _ 

Tele. Koom 

M*ss Holmes,- 
Miss Gandy- 
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January 6, 1965 

L I - 

O 

GfflraoaDAL 

"^orn: October 3, 1925 

Westport, New York 


The FBI has conducted no independent investigation 
concerning the subject of your name check inquiry. However, 
files of this Bureau do disclose that Gore Vidal was 
mentioned in the January 20. 1948, issue of the "Dailr Worker" 
in a review of his book, "Tnc City And The Pillar.’ The 
book dealt with the physical adventures of a male homosexual. 
Vidal was an associate of two individuals who were the 
subjects of security-type investigations conducted by the 
FBI in 1954 and 1956. 

(62-107665) 

"The National Guardian" dated November 13, 1961, 
carried an article stating that Gore Vidal was to be among 
the speakers for a Wednesday evening December 6, 1961, 
meeting at Manhattan Center, New York City which was to be 
a rally to abolish the House Un-American Activities Committee. 

(61 7582 ^ 1961, issue of the "New York Herald 

Tribune" carried a column by Gore Vidal who was substituting ( 
for John Crosby who was on vacation. The column dealt with \ 
the House Un-^erican Activities Committee and was critical 
of this committee's activities. / 

62— 10885— XI) V 

A confidential informant who has furnished reliable 
information in the past furnished on Hay 21 and May 22. 1961. 


I Located among' this material was the 
name Gore Vidal, Edgewa ter, Barry town. New York. 

(97-4196-34-38) “ . ^ . 

The files of the FBI contain no further information 
pertinent to the subject of your name check inquiry'. 

Original & 1-USIA 

^quest ^ceived-1 2/8/64 / fV , 




(■ 

i,,-- • ' . 


This documonl dontains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of 
the FBI, and 16 loaned to your agency; It and Its contents are not to bo distributed outside your 
agency. in answer to your request for a check of FBI files. 
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UNITED STATES GO^plNMENT 

Memorandum 


■ V Assistant Director Malone called at 10:20 a. m. today ^d advised that one of 

the Agents in the office had just handed him a memorandum concerning a program which 
appeared last night over the above -entitled station. 

Mr. Malone esqjlained that WPIX is an independent station in New York City 
and is not a meniber of one of the networks. He said that at 11:15 p. m.. last night the 
Agent was looking at the station and a program appeared called "Hot Line." 

This was a panel type show where the panelists take telephone cal^^rom th^ 


TO 


FROM : 


SUBJECT: 


Mr. Mohr 


C. D. DeLoach 


« 


DATE: Jvme 24, 1964 





CRITICAL PROGRAM - CIVIL RIGHTS 
STATION WPtX-TV 
NEW YORK CITY 


lalls-from thfe 

\public and answer their questions. On the program were Dayid^ssk^^ 

IMal one described as being on the pink side) ; Reverend Wi lliam Coffin, chaj^ain at Yale 

University; and Dorothy Kil gaH^. 

The first half of the program was extremely critical of the Director and the 

( FBI in the handling of civil rights cases and bombing cases in the South. One statement 
was made that the Director should retire as he did not desire to carry out the law of the 
land as far as civil rights cases are concerned. Susskind said the FBI had utterly failed 
in the bombing cases in the South. There were, of course, other items taken up on the 
program" however, at the conclusion Sus^ind said that this was the first of its kind and 
was sort of a test pilot. He urged that Usteners write in Htteyrould H^to have a prcgarf 
of this type continued in the faU season of ^ 

Malone said that due to the late hour "8?ry ibW saw the program and 

the only comment he has had so far is from this one Agent who ha^ccidentally tuned in j 
on it. He said that nevertheless some of the New Yoi^reinprdVees were going to write to V. 
the station and say that the program stunk, was factually incorrect, and do not think the 
program should be continued next fall. He said, of course, they would not identify them- ^ 

selves with the Bureau. 


i) 


RECOMMENDATION: For information. 


1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 


Rosen 

Evans 

Jones 


ECK:amr (5) , 

Jira4: 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondentc In her incoming^ 
correspondent mentioned the TV program "Hot Line" which has David 
Susskind as moderator. The panelists on the show about which correspondent 
wrote were Dorothy Kilgailen, a gossip columnist. Reverend William Sloan 
Coffin of Yale University and Gore VidaL Coffin is well known to the Bureau. 
He is a highly vocal unteg rationist and has been extremely critical of the 
Bureau in the past. He is the Chaplain at Yale University and has been the 
center of much criticism because of his outspoken support of the integration 
movement Susskind is well known to the Bureau. Bufiles reflect Gore Vidal 
was mentioned in the 1-20-48 issue of the Daily Worker in a review of his 
book "The City and the Pillar. " The book dealt with the physical adventure 
of a male homosexual. He was an associate of two individuals who w^e the 
subjects of security-type investigations conducted in 1954 and 1956. He was 
the author of a play, "The Best Man" which opened on 3-31-60 and had, as 
part of its script, a reference to the Director. On 9-23-62, he was on 
David Susskind’s program and made derogatory remarks concerning the 
Director and stated there are probably as many Agents as there axe 
communists. She is being addressed as Mrs. because sne mentions her 

son in incoming.- 
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I have received your letter of June 23rd and 
want to :»-aiik you for your kind remarks concerning iny efforts 2 
as Director ox the FBI. o 

3t 
O 

It was good of you to v;rite regarding t. "evision g 
program, *'Hot Line. '* With reference to the current pr:;-iem in 
Kississippi, let me assure you t&at the FBI is conductiii;'^ ;■ n 
intensive and thorough investigation to determine the wlvj - ;bouts 
of the I'oe missing civil ri^ts workers. Any other ever.. which 
have cv-cur red which may constitute a violr.:io-. v/ithin the jurisdiction 
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of this Bureau likewise are receiving car :i 


xi atte 


jntion. 
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v-i/ 


Toison _ 
Belmont . 

Mohr 

Casper _ 
Collahon . 


Conrad 

DeLocch . 
Evans 


Gale 

Rosen .... 
Sullivan . 
Tavel 


I am pleased to know ox your son's interest in the 
FBI. it is most encouraging to have tLa support of • 'oung people 
and I appreciate your advising me of Lis feelings. ’ ; associates 
join me in expressing thanks for your jenorous comx_;onts. 


Sincerely yours, 

3. Edgar Hoover, 
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NOTE NEXT PAGE. 


BRrmTc 

(3 ) 






^ ( ii' * 


Trotter 

Tele. Roo m ^ 
Holmes &.T* 
Gandy 


ItiUK 











r 


MAIL ROOM 


n 


TELETYPE UNIT 


izf 


a: 


b6 

hlC 






June 23 ’64 
Midnight 


' / Mr. Tolsoife^Z^ 

Mr. i 

iir. MohrJ<!_- | 

> Mr. Caspey | 

Mr. Callfthan.-— r.' 
M r. 

Mr.^jt^^ch 

Mr.'^Jna 

Mr. iiaXa .-—ffti— 
Mr. 

Mr. SullivAiL — 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes 

• Miss Gandy 


J. Edgar Hoover / 

^ Mr. Trotter 

My dear sir St 

Station WPIX, Ch 11, NY has just presented a progr^ called "Hot Line’’ i Miss Gandy.^^ 
Susskind is the moderator. Listeners phone in questions & the . .. ' 

answering the calls. The panelists were Dorothy Kilgallen , Gare^dal & Rev Wiiham 

Sloan Coffin of Yale Univ. 

I listened knowing full well how questions would be angered & I wasn't mist^en. 1 
have just written to WPK expressing my opinion of the program & of Mr. Vidal m 
narticular Of course a call came in (bona fide?) on the present crisis in Mhssassipp 
& wi tlen by Mr. Vidal They aU felt the FBI sh<»ld "go In" & 

that vou were doing nothing, he couldn’t understand why you had to go on & on beii^ 
director that all you talked about was communism. ’’ I wish I could quote him word 
for word but since I can’t I must just say that the words he used would leave toe 
impression on listeners that you had outlived your usefulness that the big problem 
to-day is civil rights ’’& you haven’t said a word. ’’ 

I subscribe to National Review, The Tablet, Human Events, The Wanderer & the 
Golden Sphinx (N. C. L C, ) & the first three have been concerned attacks being made . 

I on our 1^ e^^^^ especially the FBI. They hold you in great esteem \ 

I as they should & thank God for it. \ 

n Almost immediately after Mr. Kennedy was assasinated the new^s 

fl that the FBI & the S. S. men in Dallas had not been m close touch with each oth^r during 
itnau uic r M w . , . _ ^ oA ...» .xi/i c.r>ri iirhA is 5 > .Qhirferit o Texas lY 


was partially turnea away irom me wucu x . s. ^ '/ 

"The FBI always & at all times knows what its doing. They re some fine men, there s 
none like themf" I noted the expression in his eyes as he said this an<U:Was pleased. ^ 

I intend writing to the sponsors of this show too— Spic & Span, Mr. Clian, Black 
namav fc Salvo Were ad vertized. ^ : 

'iver I meant to write to you, your birthday or when you finishec^ 
• so may I now teU you that I thank God that you are in charge 
il to you & to all those fine people who work with you. You are 
feel all lo^ without your vigilance.^ , 
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Mrs. Mildred Stegall 
The White House 
V/ashii^on, D. C. 


Dear Mrs. Stegalii 


% 

f 

Mays, 1967 


BY LIAISON 



/f/‘ 




Reference is made to your request for a name check 
concerning Gore Vidal, y ^ 

^ C' 1 / ' 

Mr. Gore Vidal, who was born on October 
at West Point,. New Vbrk, has not been the subject of an lnvesti-»> 
gation by the FBI. Mr. Vidal is described as a writer and authqj^ 
of several books as well as a contributor of articles to vari0us 
nationally distributed magazines. He was a Democratic-ltilieralr 
candidate for the United States Congress in 1960. 


\ 

I 


t 


Our files reveal that Gore Vidal was mention|,d in the 
January 20, 1948, issue of the "Daily Worker, ” a former ^mmffiist 
newspaper, in connection with a review of his book, "I?ie. &ty ^d 
The Pillar. ” This book dealt with the physical adventure^f ^ale 
homosexual. Vidal was also an associate of an individSSlSs^hoTwas 
the subject of a security- type investigation conducted tfefe FBI in 
1956, based on this individuaPs reported efforts in attem^ting^to ^ 
obtain "political asylum in Soviet Russia. " This associ^ioq^was 
determined to be of a business nature. ^ 
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"The National Guardian, ” a publication described by the 
House Committee on Un-Aipp^ericah' Activities as a "virtual official 
p^p&ahda arm of Soviet Russia^" in its November 13, 1961, issue 
HEC.faffffuetL^^ticle stating thkt Gore Vidal was to be among the speakers 
- for awSelSay evening December 6, 1961, meeting at Manhattan 
Cei^Qf iNewiiYork City/'whicK Was to be a rally to abolish the.Ih^e 
Un-Americ!nrActi^tiesComnUititei|. - 

1 - Mr. DeLoach (sent direct) / Y 
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1 - Mr. Gale (sent direct) 

. 1 - Mr. Rosen (sent direct) 

i/fe^OTE: New York Office telephonically advised on 5-4-67, that their indices 
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additional data concerning Gore Vidal. 

TELETYPE UNIT □ 
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Mrs. Mildred Stegall 


In a column prepared by Gore Vidal in the ^iTuly 17, 
1961, issue of the ’’New York Herald Tribune, ” he severely 
criticized ^e activities of the House Un*American Activities 
Committee. 


In May, 1961, information was received from a 
confidential source who has furnished reliable information in the 
past indicating that Gore Vidal, Barrytown, New York, was 
associated wife the pro-Castro Fair Play for Cuba Conunittee. 

( 62 - 107665 - 4 ) 

In 1963, it was reported that Mr. Vidal was a "friend" 
of the "Kennedy Clan, " in that his stepfather was Mrs. John F. Kennecfy's 
stepfather and that they share a’half-brother and a half-sister'.’ Altiiou^ 
Mr* Vidal mi^t have been considered a "friend" of the Kennec^s in 
1963, recent information comiit to our attention tends to indicate that 
he iias developed an antagonistic attitude tov/ard them. In the April 9, 
1967, Issue of "The Washington Post, " Gore Vidal’s review of 
William Manchester’s book, "The Deaih of a President, " contains 
several critical statements ooncernii^ the Kennedys. At one point he 
indicates that there might be some substance to those rumors that the 
Kennedys are "ruthless and not very lovable after all. " 

The May 7, 1967, issue of "The Washington Post” makes 
reference to a recent article appearing in "Esquire" magazine in which 
Gore Vidal attacks the Kennedy family, particularly (Senator Eobert 
Kennedy. Allegedly, one of the bases for this attack aoncemed a White 
House party several years ago in which Vidal, who was described as 
alcoholicaUy exuberant, was requested to leave by Robert Kennedy . 

Vidal was reported to have stated, "I’m going to destroy you* " 

Civil fingerprints were located in the files of the FBI 
Identification Division which may be identical with those of Mr* Vidal. 
These fingerprints were searched throng the criminal files of the 
Identification Ihvision and no arrest record was located. 

A copy of this communication has not been sent to the 
Attorney General. 


Sincerely yours. 
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Memorandum 


HR. DeLQACB 
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1 - DeLoach 
1 - Wick 
1 - M. A. Jones 

DATE: May 4, 1967 


FROM 

STERLING B. 

DONAHOE 

SUBJECT: 

GORE VIDAL 



WHITE HOUSE 

NAME CHECK REQUEST 
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Mrs. Mildred Stegall called from the White House 
this morning. She advised that we had given them the 
results of a name check on Vidal in 1964 and she requested 
that this name check be brought up td date with as much 
information as possible about Vidal. 


Apparently Vidal appeared on the ’’Today” show 
this morning and made some vicious remarks. No active 
investigation is desired but as previously indicated, 
as much detailed data as is available regarding him should 
be furnished. If necessary the office covering his plsipe 
of residence should be contacted to determine whether that 
office has any additional data and we should be particularly 
alert to any public statements he has made. 


ACTION: 




?t-? 2JR9V. i-22-60) 

* \jFederaJj.Bureau of Investigation 
A ^ Records Bran||Jk 

a^^K. 


I I Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 
I I Service Unit - Room 6524 
L_J/F orward 

I Attentio , — _ 

I ]/^\ Return t t^-3 


, 19 ^ 


Type of References Requested; j 

I [R egular Request tsA^Iytical Search) 

[^3a 11 Referensq^^b^rsive & Nonsubversive) 
L_J Subversive Re,^qnce^^nly 
I I Nonsubvers^ Rejidrences Only 
I i Mrri n / References Only 








FILE NUMBER 


SERIAL 



0-19 (Rev. 12-9-66) 
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'"-TO: U-.^.l A~ ^- • ' ■ 
r-TQ. 

: ;■ ^ilskp 24 1975 

;aks. ■ •■ 
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^Ison 

^LoacfiKy^ 

Casper 

Callahan -y- 

.Conrad — Z' ^ 
Felt 9^^— 
Gale,^^L£^ 

''^H^van1^^- 

T avel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room — 

Holmes 

Gandy 



ownram 


The Washington Post 

Times Herald 

The Washington Daily News — 
The Evening Stir. (Washington) 
The Sunday Star CWasbington) . 

Daily News (New-^ork) — I 

. Sunday l4ews (NcW York) 

New'York Post.»_ 

The New York Times 

World Journal l^ihune 

(New York)_IZ : ^ 

The Sun (Baltim^) 

The Worker 

The New Leader 

The Wall Street Journal 

The National Observer 

People's World 
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5/2/68 


uirtel 


(.1 ' ^ ' ^ 


7o: 3 AC, ft'ew ITorfe 

rron: JPlrcctoJ?, roi (85 ITEVT) 


Mr« Delioach 
Mr. Bishop 
Mr. Gale 
Mr, Eddy 
Mr. Moore 


GCilE VXPAL 

- omsriEiKG 


'There is Qn cloaed for tho Hew Vork Office, a true 
ccr.y of a letter from l b ddressed to tho 

l^epartaont of JUstlceT IJhis letter was forBiehod to the 
rtureau by aeiaorandUBi £r<m the pepartoent, 4/28/68, requestln?" 
the opycau r?ake a preiialnary investlratioa ta dgtgmjjae ivliat 
Vidal said on a TV proBram referred to la I . , [ letter. 

This profrraa \sas on vaJElf-TV, Channel 5, Kew ioris, Saturday, 
4/1S/G8, at lOsSO entitled "Is blherallSQ Bead." 

3?ew York conduct investigation to detonalno the 
coato::t of Vidal's comonta so that thoy may be roviowed to 
dctcmlne 'syhothor tlioi'o Is any possible violation of tho 
yelcctlvo Cervlco -?ct. If no reason knowa to Kew York Office 
which would preclude contact with «m*TV, effort should bo 
Bade to obtain film of program for review. Individuals con- 
tacted should bo advised the investigation is being conuuct^ d 
at specific request of tho Department of Justice. 

Submit results of inquiry to the Bureau at tho 
c.?rlie 3 t possible date suitable for dissemination including 
any background information in your files regarding subject. 


1 62-107665 

Seo cover memo Gale to DeLoach, dated 5/1/68, captioned same, 
MHT,I:tdn. 


imrtdm 

mWi 


mom C ^ 57S:;23.5 - 




^ I US October 23, 1970 



Your letter of October 15th has been received and I 
fifln understand the concern which prompted you to write and furnish 
me your views. The FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government and, as such, has no control over who appears 


on television or other mass media. 

Sincerely yours, 

^Jldgai Hoover 
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Oct. 15. 197 


j(c. EdgardHoover 

‘inj^ Director. 

y- Federal, Bureau of Investigation 
i Washington D, C,. 

I! , 


\/ 




I 

f. 

■ i 


Dear Sir* 

1 1 ms dismyed ovor a stat©Q®nt pearralttad to b& broadcast 
\ today ovor HBC national television network during the David. 

‘ ^rost Show-^ stateaont by Gor^5l^=3U^ wrlt^. 

I Among "Hr • “Tld^^ seemingly unsolts*i?ad roaarks« were scornful 
statements about the vice president of the United States » 
.spilling from hie mouth before he even seated himself » and 
iin which he rather obviously tried to soli cite a rubber-stamp 
of his position from hr. Frost. Hr. Frost, while not dis- 
lassoeiating himself with the remarks, fell short of endorsing 
’them. 





|2et, Hr. Vidal pursued his opening vituperation wit 
remarkable statement that in order for us to battle the 
"sytem® (political), w® could ‘’blow up th® capltol AHD Hr/ 
iowl ** 

Would you pl^&s6 explain to me, why, la the name of fro^o 
of speech, .w© allow such dai^erous statements; to be bre^d 
over thoT entire nation? 

Advocacy of vloienc® Is Intolerable, even oasquoradlng as 
smart-aleck entertainment. It does not go unmarked during 
those troubled ^1 b3®s for our country. W® in California have 
soon so^ c^f 'our government officials Indeed ’’blown up”. 

Ue certainly don't take kindly to I©C*s sponsorship of 
of wia^'s nk. . ...nc ffiO-73 / - . - //a 



S 


STA05 




Jl am wondering, too, at the rather curious position of Hr* 
jProst. Is he a citizen of this country in which he finds so 
xmueh to question? I wonder what Hr. Frost's reaction would 

1 b® to an ^erican entertainer on BBC, sponsoring, without 
verbal disassoclatlon, statements t^t t^o Prim® ^nlsftorr.^^ 
Qiglsnd or the Queen should bo "blo^ up"? Or Parliaments? O 
^uld ho bridle or glggl®? 22 fCT 
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